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Hinduism is the oldest religion in the world — and possibly the broadest. Its approach to 
gender, womanhood, motherhood, and the feminine cannot be boiled down to one simple 
narrative or belief. This project explores both depictions of motherhood in Hindu texts and 
traditions, and discourse around such depictions and how they are interpreted. Various 
conceptions of motherhood are explored in their complex and often contradictory nature. 
Equally important is how these beliefs shape the realities of mothers and women in India, 
where Hinduism originated and is most dominant. Questions about when depictions and 
accompanying discourse are empowering, when they are repressive, when they pay lip service 
to women without reflecting their realities — these are what drive this research. This project 
looks into feminist reclamations of certain goddesses, the relationship between motherhood 
and women’s bodies in the context of Hinduism, and the centrality of motherhood to Hindu 
conceptions of womanhood. 
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